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“Rivers know: this: There is no hurry. we shall get there some day.”

— i Milee. Pook's Little lestruction Book

WEEKEND WARRIOR: STEAMBOAT, OREGON

by TR MACRRIS

Like all Weekend Warrlors: I'r thinking of non-stap excitement,

Bel-up-ar

-go-crazy. a thrill a minute. fun-steff to do. A reputatien like that
Isa hard thing to fake. But this weekend T'm going to combine some world

class activities with some opportunities to stop and smell the flowers; the

wine-and the scent of relaxation. I'm heading to the North Umpgua River
and the Stearmboat Inn. Grab your fishing pole and let's go
Get an early start: south on Highway 97 through La Pine; Gilchrist; Che-

mlt arnd at the Crater Lake cut-off. Take Highway 138 past Diaimond

Lake; along the Umpgua River-to the Steamboat 1
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rivers to the scean. Today, fishermen come to the Umpgqua in droves
The bu

ttcrack of dawn descends on the Steamboat Inn, located in

the middle of 31 miles of fly-fishing-only water. First things first and

these fish can't walt, The river {5 cold, the river bottom is extremely

slippery, the current strong and the fish are very particular, The av
erage Morth Umpqua-steelhead weighs eight pounds with the occa
sional fifteen pounder thrown in for balance. Some lucky angler might

hook his first steelhead in 2o minutes while the beginner will spend

Aboul 11 howrson the riv

before his flrst catch: To most fiy fishermen,

steelhead i3 the ultimate challenge. The fish begin toarrive inearnest

in June and by July the fishing really begins and con
Th

s through
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anksgiving. The Inn features a well-stocked fly shop specializing in

uiprment needed for the North Limpgua

rs later; the only equipment 'm looking for (s a knife

and fork. Ereakfast at the Inn s plentiful, hearty and jugt o time

evable

I'ry the specialty of the house: sour eream rall ups, This unbeli

concoction of crepes, filled with strawberry-rhubarb jam and sour

cream, has to be saten to be believed: Their full lnnch men-also ine
cludes some unigue cholces, inciuding Mildreds Mezs —thinly slced
ham, melted cheese and all the fixings of a hamburger —as well az a

grand selection of salads, burgers, sandwichas, entrées, milk shakes
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and desserts. OF, order a sack lunch to take with you on your day's

advenlure

After breakfast, head back fo the cottage for a little late morn
ingfearly afternoon.sacktime before hitting the Eiverview Trafl on
mountain bikes, This biking and hiking traill winds high above the
river and the new Highway 128 and is the original road that was cut
through Tht_;ilﬂ_ﬁl! to Steambeoat in the late 19205 NoWw avergrown,
but well marked and clear, the trall winds through lush forest-and
across numerous streams that babble down the hillside toward the

river. Mostly sweet double track, this is an easy-to-moderate cruise

with a few steep climbs
The réward for your éfforts today: the Steambdat Inn's Wineémak-

ers Dinner: Pat Lee, Steamboat Inn's general manager and resident

wine director, puts together a calendar of visiting chefs and wine-
makers sach year. Chefs George and Barbara Tate from Tate & Tate

in Redmand. Orépon recently joined winemakers Lynn and

Rod Penner-Ash, from Penner-Ash cellars in the Yamhil

Valley, for

& dellght bination of food and wine. On the big dining room

tal

e, roasted rack of lamb followed asparagus soup and a green god-

desssalad. Then came the entrée: Maple-brined Salmon with rice g

and vegetables: For dessert: chocoiate cinnamon cake with ch

calate
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THE STEAMBOAT INN
gz7o5 M. Umpqua Highway - Steamboat, OF: g7747

Hoo/dqo-His

wiww thesteamboatinmn.oom
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WEEKEND WARRIOR GIVEAWAY

ENTER TO WIN..FREE
A WEEKEND WARRIOR TRIP TO STEAMBOAT INN

* Twa nights” accommodations in a Streamside Cabin
* Dinner for twa

= Breakfase far two

Learn more abowt Stcamboat Inn at www. thesteamboatinn.com.

TOTAL PACKAGE VALUE: 8475
Go to www.cascadeseast.com to enter. Click on Steamboat Inn Giveaway link.

ENTEY DEADLINE: September 20, 2007, No parchase necessary to win, Onc catry per person.
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